[A case of cardiac arrest after torsades de pointes due to prolonged QT interval syndrome possibly associated with subarachnoid hemorrhage].
An 58-year-old woman with prolonged QT interval syndrome possibly associated with subarachnoid hemorrhage underwent clipping for cerebral artery aneurysm. Anesthesia was induced with diazepam, fentanyl and vecuronium, and maintained with nitrous oxide (66%)-oxygen and sevoflurane (1%) with fentanyl. However, three hours after the start of operation, torsades de pointes suddenly appeared and cardiac arrest was followed. After cardiopulmonary resuscitation, sinus rhythm was restored. At that time, serum potassium was decreased to 2.7 mEq.l-1. Five days after the operation, she died despite cardiopulmonary resuscitation for frequent episodes of ventricular tachycardia including torsades de pointes. Ventricular tachycardia including torsades de pointes may have been caused by decreased serum potassium.